Order of Worship (Large Print) for T522 — Pluralism

Centering
See Leader Notes.

Preliminaries:
Make church announcements; assign people to do the opening, closing and the
quotations in the Readings section.

Opening/Chalice Lighting

“Do not be i1dolatrous about or bound to any doctrine, theory, or ideology, even
Buddhist ones. All systems of thought are guiding means; they are not absolute
truth.”

Thich Nhat Hanh

Lives are lived in parallel and perpendicular, fathomed nonlinearly, figured not in
the straight graphs of “biography” but in many-sided, many-splendored
diagrams... There are infinitely many kinds of beautiful lives.

Maria Popova

Check-in (through mutual invitation if you’re on Zoom)
This is a time to share what’s affecting your emotional temperature today.

Readings -Assign group members to read the following quotations.

Reading 1

Pluralism isn’t easy. It’s a constant willingness to self-challenge and to look at
where we might be wrong, or limited; even with regard to pluralism itself. It
requires a capacity to detach ourselves from our agendas, our beliefs, our
commitments, and to recognize that there may be other ways. And it also requires
us to recognize that we can never wholly achieve that. Mick Cooper

Reading 2

The most peaceful people that | know, and the most wise people that | know, are
the ones who have created enough internal space to be able to allow all the parts of
themselves to coexist despite the contradictions. So, they have room for their
creativity. They also have room for their fear. They have room for their dignity.
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They also have room for their shame. They have room for the parts of themselves
that are glorious and divine and wonderful. And they have room for the parts of
themselves that are petty and jealous and ridiculous. Right? Like, they create this
big, huge auditorium of a landscape inside themselves. They don't kick any parts
out, because guess what? You can't. Elizabeth Gilberth

Reading 3

What is it

That calls you here

That calls you onward
That calls you inward
That leads you homeward?

What is it

That gives you the power
To make the change

To ask that question

To take that journey?

What is it

That says you have done well
That asks you to learn more
That brings you to stillness

That holds you up in hard times?

It is relationship
The beating heart of our faith.

It begins when we share
This hour
Our truths
This air
Our hearts.
Adapted from The Heart of our Faith, by Monica Jacobson-Tennesen

Sitting in Silence
Sharing/Deep Listening
Deeply listening, without response or thought of response at this time, is the gift we

give and receive as we share our thoughts on the preparation for this session.
Sharing should be about five minute per person.
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Discussion
This is a time to supportively respond to something another person said or to
relate additional thoughts that may have occurred as others shared.

Singing

(If you 're still meeting on Zoom, mute yourself and sing along to the video.)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EVE-wEa7-GY

#305, Singing the Living Tradition

All the colors, yes, the colors we see in the springtime with all of its flowers.

All the colors, when the sunlight shines out through arift in the cloud and it showers.
All the colors, as a rainbow appears when a storm cloud is touched by the sun.

All the colors abound for the whole world around and for everyone under the sun.

De colores, de colores se visten los campos en la primavera.
De colores, de colores son los pajaritos qui vienen de a fuera.
De colores, de colores es al arco iris que vemos lucir.

Y por eso los grandes amores de muchos colores me gustan a mi.

Closing

Through our temporary lives the great currents of history run.

Let us keep the channels open and free so not to obstruct purposes greater than our
own.

Let us keep our minds set upon the high goals that here bind us into one sharing
fellowship of loving hearts.

From Through our Temporary Lives by Carl G Seaburg
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